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DIOCESE OF DOWN AND CONNOR

30th Sunday of Ordinary

R

Parish of Newtownards & Comber

(a parish within the Ards Family of Parishes)
Sunday 26th October 2025

PARISH PRIEST
Very Rev. Brian McCann PP
Tel: 028 91812137

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH
71 Upper North Street
Newtownards BT23 4)D

CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE VISITATION
Killinchy Street Comber BT23 5AP

PARISH OFFICE (located in St Patrick’s Hall)
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. |0am-Ipm

Tel: 028 91812137

Email: newtownards@downandconnor.org
Parish website:
www.newtownardsandcomberparish.com

ST PATRICK’S PARISH HALL

Brian McDonald 028 91815051 for all enquiries.

MASSES IN THE PARISH DURING THIS WEEK
MONDAY
Newtownards
TUESDAY
Comber
WEDNESDAY
Newtownards
THURSDAY
Newtownards
FRIDAY
Newtownards 9.30am
Vigil Mass for All Saints in Comber at 7pm
SATURDAY
Mass for All Saints in Newtownards at 10am

No Mass
7.30pm
9.30am

9.30am

Vigil Mass Newtownards 6.30pm
SUNDAY

Comber |0am, Newtownards | |.30am

Meditating on the Mysteries of Christ's Life
The Holy Rosary is prayed in Saint Patrick's every
Saturday evening before Mass (6.10pm on-
wards) Please come along to join in prayer for the
needs of our parish, and the needs of the church and
the world.

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION
You are most welcome to come along to celebrate
the Sacrament of Confession at the following times:
Saturday evening 5.45pm-6.25pm in St Patrick’s
Tuesday evening 7pm in Comber
Friday morning: 9am St Patrick’s

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
The Tuesday evening Mass each week at 7.30pm in
the Church of Our Lady of The Visitation is offered
as a Novena Mass in honour of
Our Lady Of Perpetual Help.

THE DIVINE OFFICE
Morning Prayer of the Church is celebrated in St
Patrick’s Church on Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday at 9.10am. All welcome.

CONTACTING THE PARISH OFFICE
Please note the parish office hours are:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10am-1pm.
During this time, Gail our parish secretary will be
happy to deal with many matters including receiving
visitors to the parish office, answering the parish
telephone, issuing of sacramental certificates, collat-
ing information for the parish bulletin and much
more. Parishioners are encouraged to conduct mat-
ters during this time.

In addition, outside of office hours, the parish now
has an answering machine. In cases of emergency,
that is for urgent sick or death calls requiring the
immediate attention of Fr Brian. The answering
machine message provides clear instructions as to
how contact can be made in such emergencies.

IN SUPPORT OF HUMAN LIFE
During this week we are asked to pray for the following intention:
-We pray for all those with disabilities, including the unborn. We pray for protection for
them and their mothers from the pressures of assisted suicide and abortion, and that they
would instead experience overwhelming support from all who surround them.

FEAST OF ALL SAINTS
Saturday st November
-Holy Day of Obligation-
Masses for the Feast:
Vigil Mass Friday 31st in Church of Our Lady of the Visitation, Comber at 7pm
Saturday 1st November —Mass in St Patrick’s at 10am

A WORD OF THANKS FROM DEACON DEREK
I wish to thank everyone in the parishes of Bangor, Newtownards and Comber and fur-
ther afield, for all their prayers, their support, their kind words and their generosity, from
the bottom of my heart. I am overwhelmed with your love and kindness. The effect of
your prayers can be truly felt by Elaine, the girls and 1. Thank you for your witness, and
your companionship on this great pilgrim journey we share. May God keep me strong to
serve you my sisters and brothers. I will keep you all in prayer; please keep us in your
prayers.
Gloria in Excelsis Deo.
Deacon Derek Le Mahieu.

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
As we are aware, restrictions in place during the time of pandemic are long past thankful-
ly. The faithful of our parishes have the choice to receive Holy Communion either on
the tongue as the more re traditional form of reception, or alternatively in the hand.

PREPARING FOR THE MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS
November Dead Lists are available on the tables at the back of both churches. Please
take home a list to record the names of family members, friends, neighbours who have
died. Their names will be included in the celebration of Masses during November.

WHY PRAY THE ROSARY?
In the last of our October reflections on the praying of the Holy Rosary, a final few
thoughts:
In the words of St. John Paul I, “Mary is the perfect icon of the motherhood of the
Church” (no. 15). As mother, the Pope says, “The Rosary mystically transports us to
Mary’s side as she is busy watching over the human growth of Christ in the home of Naz-
areth. This enables her to train us and to mold us with the same care, until Christ is
‘fully formed’ in us (cf. Gal 4:19). This role of Mary, totally grounded in that of Christ
and radically subordinated to it, ‘in no way obscures or diminishes the unique mediation
of Christ, but rather shows its power ™ (no.15).

The Blessed Virgin Mary is the perfect prayer, and the prayer of the Church is sustained
by the prayer of Mary. The Pope added that, “if Jesus, the one Mediator, is the Way of
our prayer, then Mary, his purest and most transparent reflection, shows us the
Way” (no. 16). Mary, shows us the Way to Christ, and the Rosary is the best and most
efficacious means of going to Mary.”




WE PRAY FOR OUR DEAD
Recently Deceased Niall Thompson

Months Mind: Dessie Mc Guigan
Anniversaries:

Mary Magill, Raymond Barber, Kathleen McCabe, Patricia Dynes, Annie Kearney,
Nan Smyth, Winifred Kells, Mick and Molly Monaghan, John Halton,
Pat and Lily Gilmore, Mildred Donnelly, Peggy Corcoran, Kathleen McCabe,
Brigid Taggart, Joan Deighan

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
-takes place every Sunday during the 11.30am Mass in St Patrick’s Church.
All children p3-p7 welcome.. Parents must complete a registration form.

HANDEL’S MESSIAH
by the Ulster Consort & Ulster Consort Players
in St Philip & St James Church of Ireland, Holywood on Saturday 29" " November at
7pm. Tickets will be available at the door or, in advance, via Eventbrite.co.uk

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT WEEKEND
Catholic Marriage Encounter in Ireland 7-9 November 2025 Focolare Centre, Prosperous,
Co. Kildare— To book: www.marriageencounter.ie

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY Non-stop Draw Week 26
WEEKLY OFFERINGE | 155.47 £100 St Finians Primary School
World Mission Sunday £ 588.18 £50 Michael Mc Clean

£50 John Kelly
Hearty congratulations to the winners

DOWN AND CONNOR BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
07563195580

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE
0773883798

Stop assisted suicide - further action needed!
As we are aware, the ‘Assisted Dying Bill’ is being discussed in the House of Lords. It
should be more accurately entitled the ‘assisted suicide bill” which poses a real threat to the
lives of the elderly and those who are ill. As Christians we have a duty to proclaim the Gos-
pel of Life. Human Life is sacred, and we all have a responsibility to protect and promote
life, politicians included! We are encouraged to write to peers in the House of Lords. Send-
ing a physical letter carries particular weight with Members of the House of Lords. Right To
Life UK has created a simple tool that generates personalised letters to Peers, each focused
on a specific area of concern. You can then print them, or copy them out by hand, sign, and

post them. Please take action now and visit www.righttolife.org.uk/aspeersletter to send a

letter to Peers asking them to oppose assisted suicide.

ABIDE IN HIS LOVE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
November 21-23rd
The Great Northern Hotel,, Bundoran.
A beautiful event for women exploring the beauty and gift of their feminine identity in Christ.

Guest speakers include: Sr Mary Madeline Todd O.P., Megan Madden, Fr Barry Braum,
& Mass celebrated by Archbishop Eamon Martin.
Check Eventbrite for tickets and more information.

DOWN and CONNOR DIOCESAN TRUST
BISHOP’S RESIDENCE & CURIA OFFICE
VACANCY ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER
An opportunity has arisen within our Housekeeping Team to recruit into the role of
Assistant Housekeeper.
Working closely with our Head of Housekeeping, you will be required to provide a reliable and
efficient housekeeping service to include cleaning, shopping and cooking duties.

This role will support the Head of Housekeeping to ensure a pleasant, welcoming and clean envi-
ronment for all visitors to the residence and Curia offices. The terms are based on a permanent
appointment for 35 hours per week. Monday to Friday from 8.30 am — 4.30 pm.

Salary: Will be considered within the range of £24,500 to £26,500 gross per annum — commensu-

rate upon experience.

Full details relating to the vacancy can be found on the Diocesan website at: http:/
www.downandconnor.org clicking on the tab: job vacancies and on the Community NI and ni-
jobs.com websites, where terms and conditions relating to the role can also be accessed by way of
a Role Profile and Employment Application form.

We welcome applications from anyone who feels they meet the criteria as presented and are inter-
ested in playing an active role within the Diocese of Down and Connor. Closing date for applica-
tions will be 12.00 noon on Monday 3 November 2025

DOWN and CONNOR DIOCESAN TRUST
ST COLMCILLE’S PARISH BELFAST
VACANCY ‘PARISH & VOCATIONS SUPPORT OFFICER’
An exciting opportunity has arisen for the recruitment of a Parish and Vocations Support Officer
to be based within St Colmcille’s Parish, 191 Upper Newtownards Road. The role holder will be
required to work with our Director of Vocations supporting him by undertaking secretarial, cleri-
cal, administrative and diary management services within the parish and in his role as
Diocesan Director of Vocations.

If you are an individual with excellent communication skills and the ability to deal with sensitive
and confidential matters in a professional manner, then we see this as a unique opportunity for
you to join the Down and Connor Diocesan Trust Team. The terms are based on a permanent
appointment for 30 hours per week. Monday to Friday — work pattern to be agreed.

Salary: Will be considered within the range of £25,000 to £28,000 gross per annum — commensu-
rate upon experience.

Full details relating to the vacancy can be found on the Diocesan website at: http:/
www.downandconnor.org clicking on the tab: job vacancies and on the Community NI and ni-
jobs.com websites, where terms and conditions relating to the role can also be accessed by way of
a Role Profile and Employment Application form. Application Packs are also available from the
Parish Office. We welcome applications from anyone who feels they meet the criteria as present-
ed and are interested in playing an active role within the Diocese of Down and Connor.

Closing date for applications will be 12.00 noon on Monday 10 November 2025

Down and Connor Diocesan Trust is an Equal Opportunities Employer


https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/nJvkCrYoRIogZOIzh8u4wzzb?domain=righttolife.org.uk

