
  Parish of Newtownards & Comber 
(a parish within the Ards Family of Parishes) 

Sunday 30th November 2025 

First Sunday of Advent--Year  A 

- 

 

MASSES DURING THIS WEEK 

MONDAY  

Newtownards     No Mass  

TUESDAY       

Comber       7.30pm   

WEDNESDAY  

Newtownards     9.30am 

THURSDAY      

Newtownards      9.30am 

FRIDAY  

Newtownards      9.30am      

SATURDAY 

Vigil Mass  Newtownards 6.30pm 

SUNDAY 

Comber 10am,       Newtownards 11.30am 

 

Diocese of Down and Connor 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION 
You are most welcome to come along the cele-
brate the Sacrament of Confession at the fol-
lowing times: 
Saturday  5.45pm+ in  St Patrick’s 
Tuesday evening  7pm+ in Comber 

Friday morning 9am+ in St Patrick’s 

PRAYING OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
Tuesdays 7-7.15pm in Comber 
Saturday 6-6.15pm in St Patrick’s 
Sunday 9.30-9.45 in Comber 

Mass will be preceded by 15 minutes silence 

PARISH PRIEST 

Very Rev. Brian McCann PP 

Tel: 028 91812137 
PERMANENT DEACON 

Rev. Derek Le Mahieu 

 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH  

71 Upper North Street 

Newtownards BT23 4JD 

CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE VISITATION  

Killinchy Street Comber BT23 5AP 

 

PARISH OFFICE  (located in St Patrick’s Hall) 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 10am-1pm 

Tel: 028 91812137 

Email: newtownards@downandconnor.org 

Parish website: 

www.newtownardsandcomberparish.com 

ST PATRICK’S PARISH HALL   

Brian McDonald 028 91815051 for all enquiries. 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
The Tuesday evening Mass each week in the 
Church of Our Lady of The Visitation is of-
fered as a novena Mass in  honour  of  
Our Lady Of Perpetual Help. 

THE DIVINE OFFICE 

Morning Prayer of the Church is celebrated in 

St Patrick’s Church  on Wednesday, Thursday 

and  Friday at 9.10am. All welcome. 

CONTACTING THE PARISH OFFICE 

 

Please note the parish office hours:  Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 10am-1pm. 
During this time, our Parish Secretary, Gail will 
be happy to deal with many matters including 
receiving visitors to the parish office, answering 
the parish telephone, issuing of sacramental cer-
tificates, collating information for the parish bul-
letin, and much more.  Parishioners are encour-
aged to conduct routine matters during these 
hours. 
 
In addition, outside of parish office hours, the 
parish now has an answering machine,  In cases 
of emergency, that is, for urgent sick calls when 
a parishioner is seriously ill, and the immediate 
attention of a priest is required, the answering 
machine message provides clear instructions as 
to how contact can be made with Fr Brian in 
such emergencies. 

 

Traditional Irish Christmas 
With Ards   CCÉ Christmas Concert on  30th  November  in St Patrick’s hall Newtownards  (4-6 pm)  

Featuring Ards CCE Musicians, vocalists and Irish dancers 
Admission £5  Tea/coffee/ballots 

Tickets from Mace Store, Brunswick Rd, Bangor or online at wegottickets.com/event/681349 

KNOCK ALL NIGHT VIGIL 
Sunday 7th December to Monday 8th December    Price £75 includes bed and breakfast 

Vigil at 11pm, Rosary, Stations of the Cross, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
 and Mass at 4am 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES IN SAINT PATRICK’S PARISH HALL 
Mondays 

Indoor Bowling 7 9pm 
Tuesdays 

Lacemakers 2-4pm,  Dance Class 6.30-7.15pm 
Wednesdays 

Friendship Club 2-4pm  Pickle Ball 7-9pm 
Thursdays 

Line Dancing 7 9pm 
Fridays 

Tippy Toes (parents and toddlers) 9 30 11.30am Parish Youth Club 7-9pm 
Saturdays  

Irish Dancing  10 –12 noon 

VACANCY ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER  BISHOPS HOUSE AND CURIA OFFICES 
An opportunity has arisen within our Housekeeping Team to recruit into the role of Assistant Housekeeper, 
as a Job Share arrangement. Working closely with our Head of Housekeeping, you will be required to pro-
vide a reliable and efficient housekeeping service to include cleaning, shopping and cooking duties. This role 
will support the Head of Housekeeping to ensure a pleasant, welcoming and clean environment for all visi-
tors to the residence and Curia offices. This role is being advertised as a Job Share position. The terms are 
based on a permanent appointment of two individuals who will be required to work 16 hours each per week. 
Work pattern to be agreed with the Head of Housekeeping. Having a flexible approach to working hours will 
be a requirement within the role. Rate of pay: £15.50 gross per hour x 16 hours per week (£12,800 gross per 
annum) Full details relating to the vacancy can be found on the Diocesan website at: http://
www.downandconnor.org clicking on the tab: job vacancies and on the Community NI and nijobs.com web-
sites, where terms and conditions relating to the role can also be accessed by way of a Role Profile and Em-
ployment Application form. We welcome applications from anyone who feels they meet the criteria as pre-
sented and are interested in playing an active role within the Diocese of Down and Connor. Closing date for 
applications will be 12.00 noon on Tuesday 2 December 2025 Down and Connor Diocesan Trust is an Equal 

USEFUL NUMBERS 
down and connor  bereavement ministry  07563195580  
 
Saint Vincent de paul helpline   07738837984 
 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

WEEKLY  OFFERING£ 1320.86 

FAMILY FAST  £60.23 

Non-stop Draw  Week 31 

£100  Ronald Smyth 

£50    Robert Major 

£50    Mrs D Bailie 

IN SUPPORT OF HUMAN LIFE 

During this week we are asked to pray for the following intention:  
-in this Season of  Advent as we expectantly await for the Christ-child to enter our hearts, let us 
pray for all expectant mothers, that they would have all they need to joyfully welcome their into 
the world. 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DEAD 
Months Mind Seamus Mc Mullan 

Anniversaries: 
Margret Paden, Roseanna Broe, Paddy Magee, Anne Stewart, Elizabeth Rowley, Peter Kearney, 

Mary Mc Guigan, Lena  Twite, Margret Eagleson, 
 

This weekend at Masses, we will pray for parishioners whose funerals have taken place in 
either St Patrick’s or Comber during the last 12 months,   We  pray  for their happy repose and 

for the on-going consolation of their family members and all who  continue to miss them.  

24 HOURS FOR THE LORD 
The Diocese of Down and Connor is organizing a ‘24 Hours for the Lord’ celebration on 
Saturday 13th December.   As we continue to celebrate this Jubilee Year 2025,  at the 
heart of the celebration will be the availability of the Sacrament of Confession.  Numer-

ous priests will be available throughout the day to hear confessions at three venues 
    St Mary’s Church, Belfast      11am-5.30pm 
      All Saints Church, Ballymena      12noon-5.30pm 
      St Patrick’s Church, Downpatrick      10.30am-4pm 

PRAYING FOR POPE LEO XIV 
Please keep Pope Leo in your daily prayers during these days as he participates in his  

first apostolic visit to Turkey and the Lebanon.  We pray that his presence and words will  
contribute to the growth of the church in both nations.          

Also, during the month of December, we are invited to join with him in prayer for the following 
intention: 

-let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might 
be seeds of peace, reconciliation  and hope. 

NOVENA IN PREPARATION FOR THE FEAST OF THE  
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

30th November until 8th December 
This Advent season we are invited to pray a Novena towards the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception on the 8th December. A take-home booklet is available 
at both churches this weekend: 
We are all invited to pray the Novena Prayers at home, particularly with fami-
lies. The Novena Prayers will also be prayed at the following times and loca-
tions. 
Day 1 Sunday 30th November: -the Novena Prayers will be prayed at both Sun-
day Masses 
Day 2  Monday 1st December  St Patrick’s 7pm 
Day 3  Tuesday 2nd December- Comber  during Mass at 7.30pm 
Day 4  Wednesday 3rd December  St Patrick’s 7pm 
Day 5 Thursday 4th December  Comber 7pm 
Day 6 Friday 5th December   St Patrick’s 7pm 
Day 7 Saturday 6th December during 6.30pm Vigil Mass in St Patrick’s 
Day 8 Sunday 7th December  -During both Sunday Masses 
Day 9 Monday 8th December-during 10am Mass in St Patrick’s and 7pm 
  Mass in Comber for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
As a parish, let us be united in prayer during these days , as we prepare to cel-
ebrate the Lord’s birth in Bethlehem, by contemplating Our Blessed Mother’s 
role in salvation history. 

 SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL IN OUR PARISH 

Christmas Cards are available at the churches in our parish this weekend 

with a minimum donation requested of £3 per pack. 
Christmas Dinner this year will take place on 7th December in St Patrick’s 

Hall.  Tickets at £10 are available this weekend. 

The Christmas Appeal will be launched on weekend of 6/7th December. 

LET’S STEP UP! 
Jesus Youth Ireland 

Jesus Youth is a Catholic missionary movement with Pontifical approval from the Holy 
See.  The movement is rooted in prayer and committed to evangelization.  It empowers 
young people to be active witnesses to Christ in their daily lives.  The movement is or-

ganizing an outreach event titled, ‘Let’s Step Up.’   The event is seeking to rekindle faith, 
build fellowship among youth and invite many back to the life of the Church 

Lets step up!    Saturday 6th December 9.30am-3.30pm in St Anne’s Parish Hall. 
Kingsway, BT10 0NE   All young people welcome! 

HOLY HOUR WITH TAIZE CHANT 
Wednesday 3rd December  in the Church Of Our Lady Of The Visitation Comber,  7.30pm till 

8.30pm. All very welcome. 
FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF  

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Monday 8th December 

-Holy Day of Obligation- 
Masses: 

St Patrick’s 10am          Our Lady of the Visitation 7pm 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

-takes place every Sunday during the 11.30am Mass in St Patrick’s Church.   All children p3-p7 welcome..  

Parents must complete a registration form. 

PENITENTIAL SERVICES WITHIN OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES  
DURING THE SEASON OF ADVENT 2025 

Tuesday  16th December   St Patrick’s, Ballygalget 6pm,  
              St Patrick’s, Portaferry 7pm 
Wednesday 17th December    St Joseph’s, Ballycran 7pm 
Thursday 18th December  St Patrick’s, Newtownards 7pm 
Monday 22nd December,   St Comgall’s, Bangor 7pm 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
Sunday  evening Advent Devotions will take place in St Patrick’s Church on 

Sunday 14th and 21st December at 7pm.  The devotions will take the form of a 
guided Holy Hour in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, concluding with 

Benediction.   
All welcome. 


