Parish non-stop Draw Week 36
£100 James and Samuel Pyper

£50 Eithne Clements

£50 Fr Martin O’ Hagan

Hearty congratulations to the winners

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

WEEKLY OFFERING £1760
Voluntary Collection £2730

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL IN OUR PARISH

Sincere thanks to those who contributed to the Saint Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. Over

£8,000 was raised in Newtownards & Comber Parish. As a result many needy individuals and
families were assisted over Christmas.
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Parish of Newtownards & Comber o
(a parish within the Ards Family of Parishes) / \

Second Sunday of Christmas- Year A

CLOSING OF THE JUBILEE YEAR 2025

Bishop Alan McGuckian will celebrate the Rite of the Closing of the Jubilee Year with Mass at 3.00pm in
St Peter’s Cathedral, Belfast on Sunday 4th January 2026. He would like to invite as many as possible,
from across the Diocese, to join him for the Mass and some refreshments afterwards in St Comgall’s Cen-
tre. While the Jubilee Year of Hope will formally close, the task ahead will be to carry it’s Message of

Hope with us into the New Year 2026.

DOWN & CONNOR LOURDES PILGRIMAGE
9th-14th July 2026

We are seeking doctors, registered nurses and volunteers to care for pilgrims who need medical,

nursing and personal care or assistance to make their pilgrimage to Lourdes possible.
This year we are especially seeking new brancardiers (adult men helpers) in addition to
our medical, nursing and handmaidens teams.
For more information, please email your contact details to lourdes@downandconnor.org

Saint Columbanus’ College, Bangor-Open Night
(] Date: Tuesday 13" January 2026
[J Time: 6.45pm-9pm
] Location: St Columbanus' College, Ballymaconnell Road, Bangor

This is a fantastic opportunity for families to explore our school, meet our dedicated staff, and discover

what makes our learning community so special.

USEFUL NUMBERS
DOWN AND CONNOR BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 07563195580
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE 07738837984

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES IN SAINT PATRICK’S PARISH HALL

Mondays
Indoor Bowling 7 9pm
Tuesdays
Lacemakers 2-4pm, Dance Class 6.30-7.15pm
Wednesdays
Friendship Club 2-4pm Pickle Ball 7-9pm
Thursdays
Line Dancing 7 9pm
Fridays
Tippy Toes (parents and toddlers) 9 30 11.30am Parish Youth Club 7-9pm
Saturdays

Irish Dancing 10 —12 noon

PARISH PRIEST
Very Rev. Brian McCann PP

Tel: 028 91812137
PERMANENT DEACON
Rev. Derek Le Mahieu

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH

71 Upper North Street

Newtownards BT23 4JD

CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE VISITATION
Killinchy Street Comber BT23 5AP

PARISH OFFICE (located in St Patrick’s Hall)
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. |0am-1pm

Tel: 028 91812137

Email: newtownards@downandconnor.org
Parish website:
www.newtownardsandcomberparish.com

ST PATRICK’S PARISH HALL

Brian McDonald 028 91815051 for all enquiries.

Sunday 4th January 2026
DIOCESE OF DOWN AND CONNOR

MASSES DURING THIS WEEK
MONDAY
No MAss
TUESDAY Feast of the Epiphany
Newtownards 10am, Comber 7.30pm
WEDNESDAY
Newtownards
THURSDAY
Newtownards 10am (Funeral Mass)
FRIDAY

9.30am

Newtownards ~ 9.30am
SATURDAY

Vigil Mass Newtownards 6.30pm
SUNDAY

Comber [0am, Newtownards | [.30am

CONTACTING THE PARISH OFFICE

Please note the parish office hours: Monday,
Wednesday and Friday 10am-1pm.

During this time, our Parish Secretary, Gail will
be happy to deal with many matters including
receiving visitors to the parish office, answering
the parish telephone, issuing of sacramental cer-
tificates, collating information for the parish bul-
letin, and much more. Parishioners are encour-
aged to conduct routine matters during these
hours.

In addition, outside of parish office hours, the
parish now has an answering machine, In cases
of emergency, that is, for urgent sick calls when
a parishioner is seriously ill, and the immediate
attention of a priest is required, the answering
machine message provides clear instructions as
to how contact can be made with Fr Brian in
such emergencies.

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION
You are most welcome to come along the cele-
brate the Sacrament of Confession at the fol-
lowing times:
Saturday 5.45pm+in St Patrick’s
Tuesday evening 7pm+in Comber
Friday morning 9am+ in St Patrick’s

THE DIVINE OFFICE
Morning Prayer of the Church is celebrated in
St Patrick’s Church on Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday at 9.10am. All welcome.

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
The Tuesday evening Mass each week in the
Church of Our Lady of The Visitation is of-
fered as a novena Mass in honour of
Our Lady Of Perpetual Help.

PRAYING OF THE HOLY ROSARY
Tuesdays 7-7.15pm in Comber
Saturday 6-6.15pm in St Patrick’s
Sunday 9.30-9.45 in Comber

Mass will be preceded by 15 minutes silence




A PRAYER AT THE BEGINNING OF A NEW YEAR

Heavenly Father,
as | stand at the threshold of this new year,
I come before You with a heart full of hope and trust.
Thank You for the gift of another year,
for the grace You have given me,
and for Your faithful presence in my life.
I place this new year into Your hands.
Guide my steps, protect my heart,
and help me grow closer to You each day.
Bless my family, my work, my relationships,
and all the intentions I carry in my heart.
Give me strength in trials,
wisdom in decisions,
and peace in uncertainty.
Lord, may this year be one of grace, renewal, and deeper faith.
I trust in Your providence and surrender all to Your will.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
Tuesday 6th January
-Holy Day of Obligation-

Masses in St Patrick’s 10am Comber 7.30pm

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
During the month of January, our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV invites us to join
with him in prayer for the following intention:
For prayer with the Word of God.
-Let us pray that praying with the Word olf God be nourishment for our lives and
a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and
missionary Church.

CONTINUOUS PRAYER FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE
January Wednesday the 7th is our Parish Prayer Day :
We pray for all those who are getting married this year.
Please consider spending an hour in prayer beginning at 12 midnight on Wednesday, continuing
for 24 hours and concluding at midnight .

WE PRAY FOR OUR DEAD
Recently Deceased:
Noel Dornan, Patricia Deaney, Kathleen Meredith, Rosemary McShane
Anniversaries:
Eamon & Mary Falls, Kathleen & John B. Murray, Ronnie Cherry, May Coney Jo and Paddy Mc Grattan,
Maura Smyth Florence Mc Cullough, Bendan Rice

IN SUPPORT OF HUMAN LIFE
During this week we are asked to pray for the following intention:

On Tuesday, we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord. We pray that, like the Magi, the Lord may
give us the grace to recognise the Christ-child in all babies, both born and unborn.

New Years Message - World Day of Peace 2026
Bishop Alan McGuckian, SJ —Bishop of Down and Connor

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

“One year older and still no wiser!” was the rueful remark of an old priest friend every year when I wished
him a happy birthday. I am reminded of my old friend now as we usher in another New Year.

Each New Year’s Day, the Pope calls on us to pray for peace and Pope Leo reminds us: "Goodness is dis-
arming. Perhaps this is why God became a child. The mystery of the Incarnation, which reaches its deepest
descent even to the realm of the dead, begins in the womb of a young mother and is revealed in the manger
in Bethlehem." In this beautiful paradox — God choosing vulnerability over power, an infant's cry over
triumphant declaration — we discover the true nature of divine peace.

Throughout the Gospels, the words "peace be with you" echo like a sacred refrain, marking the profound
peace that has entered our world. The angel Gabriel came to Mary, declaring "Peace be with you." On that
first Christmas night, the angels sang "Peace on earth" to shepherds keeping watch. When he rose from the
dead Jesus’ first words to the disciples were: "Peace be with you" (John 20:19), offering hope, victory over
death, and a peace the world cannot give.

Consider that remarkable moment: Jesus entered a room full of frightened disciples who had been in hiding
since his crucifixion. To these fearful men, he offered not rebuke but peace, and then commissioned them:
"As the Father has sent me, I am sending you," empowering them to spread that peace throughout the world.
This is a commission that we, as missionary disciples, all share in today.

Like the rueful old priest, I look on a world that is no wiser. I am conscious that we in Ireland live in what
are called "peace times," yet the reality is far more complex. The lingering paramilitary presence, the
scourge of drugs and criminality, and the unresolved hurts of so many families who have failed to see jus-
tice — particularly those who have lived with the long and unnecessary heartache of loved ones who were
disappeared — means that our peace is merely relative. There is also the deep pain within our homes, those
places where our families should thrive, but which are too often blighted by domestic violence. Families
experience enormous distress while social and mental health services struggle to meet the demands of so
many in crisis. Violent crimes that leave people with life-changing injuries and the terrible loss of life do not
speak of a peaceful society.

We have much work to do in our own place to support people in our communities to experience both the
love of Christ and the transforming love of Christ's disciples — those who will help people transform their
lives from ones marked by violent acts to acts of love that build up our communities. I thank God for the
work of so many groups, both those linked to the Church and those inspired by the Gospel, who reach out
with practical help to love the poor, the homeless and the stranger among us. One picture that stays with me
and that captures the work of so many others is the fact that St Mary’s Church on Chapel Lane in Belfast
provides a welcome to all the street-dwellers in Belfast on those winter nights when freezing temperatures
create an absolute emergency.

Across the world we have brothers and sisters whose lives are torn asunder by the ravages of war. As Chris-
tians, we are called to see in every conflict the face of Christ suffering anew, to recognise that wars and
violence anywhere diminish our shared humanity. We cannot close our eyes to the suffering in East Africa,
Palestine, Somalia, Syria, Ukraine, Yemen and countless other places where the drums of war drown out the
angels' song of peace.

Moreover, those who arrive on our shores, displaced by the terrors of war and persecution, must find wel-
come and opportunity among us. They are not statistics or problems to be managed; they are our brothers
and sisters, bearers of Christ's image, seeking the peace that we ourselves cherish. In offering them hospital-
ity, we become instruments of the very peace Christ commissioned his disciples to spread.

Even if the evidence of our eyes tells us that we are no further forward on the way to peace, Christ calls us
to be people of undying hope for peace. Finally, please listen to the words of Pope Leo and let him inspire
us to be carriers of hope and peace:

“Just as on the evening of Easter Jesus entered the place where his disciples were gathered in fear and dis-
couragement, so too the peace of the risen Christ continues to pass through doors and barriers in the voices
and faces of his witnesses.” (World Day of Peace message 2026) Peace be with you! Siochain libh!

Alam McGuckian




