
Parish of Newtownards & Comber 
(a parish within the Ards Family of Parishes) 

Sunday  22nd March 2026 

Fifth Sunday of Lent (Passion Sunday) Year A 
 

MASSES DURING THIS WEEK 

 

MONDAY  

No Mass 

TUESDAY       

Comber   9.30am   

WEDNESDAY  

THURSDAY       

Newtownards          9.30am 

FRIDAY 

Newtownards          9.30am      

SATURDAY 

Vigil Mass  Newtownards 6.30pm 

SUNDAY 

Comber 10am,       Newtownards 11.30am 

         

 

 

Diocese of Down and Connor 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION 
You are most welcome to come along to cele-
brate the Sacrament of Confession at the fol-
lowing times: 
Saturday  5.45pm+ in  St Patrick’s 
Tuesday morning 9.00am+ in Comber. 

PRAYING OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
 

Saturday 6-6.15pm in St Patrick’s 
Sunday 9.30-9.45 in Comber 

Mass will be preceded by 15 minutes silence 

PARISH PRIEST 

Very Rev. Brian McCann PP 

Tel: 028 91812137 
PERMANENT DEACON 

Rev. Derek Le Mahieu 

 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH  

71 Upper North Street 

Newtownards BT23 4JD 

CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE VISITATION  

Killinchy Street Comber BT23 5AP 

PARISH OFFICE  (located in St Patrick’s Hall) 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 10am-1pm 

Tel: 028 91812137 

Email: newtownards@downandconnor.org 

Parish website: 

www.newtownardsandcomberparish.com 

Facebook: Parish of Newtownards & Comber 

ST PATRICK’S PARISH HALL   

Brian McDonald 028 91815051 for all enquiries. 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
The Tuesday evening/morning Mass each week 
in the Church of Our Lady of The Visitation is 
offered as a novena Mass in  honour  of  
Our Lady Of Perpetual Help. 

THE DIVINE OFFICE 

Morning Prayer of the Church is celebrated in 

St Patrick’s Church  on Wednesday, Thursday 

and  Friday at 9.10am. All welcome. 

INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS FOR  
CONTACTING THE PARISH OFFICE 

  
A temporary arrangement will be in place over coming 
weeks, in respect of access to the Parish Office.  Where 
possible, parishioners are encouraged to use the parish 
telephone currently in operation, where a messaging 
service is available in respect of requests for sacramen-
tal certificates, parish bulletin notices etc.  Alternative-
ly:  email  newtownards@downandconnor.org.  Also,  
a letter box has also been installed at the door of the 
parish office, to accept notes and requests. Please feel 
free to use any of these facilities available to you for 
the foreseeable. 
Outside of this, and in the case of emergencies, that is, 
for urgent sick calls when a parishioner is seriously ill, 
and the immediate attention of a Priest is required, the 
parish answering machine message provides clear in-
structions as to how contact can be made with Fr Brian 
in such emergencies.  Thank you for your on-going 
support and co-operation. 

The Mayor of North Down and Ards Council, Gillian McCollum, has chosen Saint Vincent de Paul, 
North Down Women’s Aid and Orchardville (a charity empowering people with learning disabilities) 
as her charities for her year in office. 
The Mayor’s Charity Concert — a night of incredible music, community spirit, and celebration 
on Saturday 28 March, 7.30pm in Bangor Elm. Book now for the concert at :  
https:/www.ticketsource.co.uk/Ardsandnorthdownboroughcouncil/t-nrrlnr 

USEFUL NUMBERS 
down and connor  bereavement ministry  07563195580   
Saint Vincent de paul helpline   07738837984 
St Patrick’s Funeral Catering Team  07769796997 

Newtownards & Comber Parish Non-Stop Draw  Week 47 
 £100    Paul Murray 
 £50    Fr. Brian 
 £50     Phyllis Gilmore 
    Collector’s Prize:  Marian Denvir  

Marie Curie Scrabo Group 
COFFEE MORNING 

Strean Presbyterian Church, West Street, Newtownards 
Saturday 28th March     10am-12noon  Everyone welcome. 

PARISH NON-STOP DRAW 
Just a reminder to Parish Non-Stop Draw Members, that the Easter weekend will see the winners of the top 
prize draws of £2,000; £750 and £250 announced. Make sure your subscriptions are paid up! Good luck to 
everyone. 
The next year of the Draw will begin at the end of April. New members would be very welcome. This Draw 
provides invaluable resources for the Parish. It celebrates its 40th anniversary this year and during its life it is 
estimated to have raised in excess of £800,000 in funding. This has gone towards the maintenance and upkeep 
of the Parish infrastructure and, in more recent times, towards the restoration work in St Patrick’s Church. We 
need your support to keep this valuable resource going. 
New parishioners are especially asked to consider joining the Draw. Membership is £78 per year or £6 every 
four weeks. 
Annual prizes total over £15,000 with special Bonanza draws taking place in July Christmas and Easter. 
Application forms for new members will be/are available shortly/from today outlining the Prize money and 
cost of membership.  Remember our Catchphrase…”IF YOU ARE NOT IN YOU CAN’T WIN” 

Thanks to those who gave generously to the Weekly Offering last weekend which totalled £1483 

and the Needy Parishes Collection which came to £577.   

There is one collection this weekend: the Weekly Offering in support of your parish. 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
  Every Wednesday 2-4pm in Saint Hall   

All old and new members very welcome! 

Down & Connor Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2026: 8th/9th  – 14th/15th July.  
 5 & 7 Night options available.   

Please visit www.downandconnor.org/lourdes for more information or call 
the Pilgrimage Office on (028) 9077 0162 or email lourdes@downandconnor.org   

Youth Team (10-17th July): applications now open (see website for details) 

mailto:newtownards@downandconnor.org
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/b_fbCBnmLi1yjvIzfAS2E1Kw?domain=ticketsource.co.uk
http://www.downandconnor.org/lourdes
mailto:lourdes@downandconnor.org


IN SUPPORT OF HUMAN LIFE 
-As we look forward to the Solemnity of the Annunciation on Wednesday, and celebrate Our Lord taking on 

human flesh and Our Lady saying ‘Yes’ to God, we pray for pregnant women who feel they are facing a 
difficult decision. We ask that they may be given hope, filled with the love of God, and guided away from a 

course of despair and onto one of love and acceptance of the gift of life.  

WE PRAY FOR OUR DEAD 
Months Mind: James McInerney 

Anniversaries:Callum Napier, Dolly Magee, Nell Murray, Shane O’Neill,, Joe & Eileen Smyth, Mary 
Croan, Michael McGuigan, Noel McMullan,  Oliver  Patterson, Tom Ferguson, Michael Burke. 

DOWN & CONNOR PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK   Sunday 14th June 
A bus will leave from Saint Patrick’s, Newtownards  on Saturday 13th June.  Pilgrimage will include a visit 
to the Fr Peyton Centre, Attymas for Mass. Full board accommodation in St Mary’s opposite the shrine.  
Cost £170.  Deposit of £50 secures booking. Brenda Cafolla .  07530156389 or Anne Stafford.  

CELEBRATION OF HOLY WEEK IN NEWTOWNARDS & COMBER  PARISH 
Tuesday of Holy Week 

Mass in Our Lady of the Visitation, Comber 9.30am 
Wednesday 

Mass in Saint Patrick’s 9.30am 
Holy Thursday 

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper in St. Patrick’s at 7.30pm 
-followed by Adoration at the Altar of Repose continuing with a Holy Hour at 10pm, 

 and concluding  at 11pm. 
Good Friday 

Celebration of Our Lord’s Passion in St Patrick’s Church at 3pm 
Stations of the Cross in St Patrick’s Church at 7pm 

Holy Saturday 
Celebration of the Easter Vigil in St Patrick’s at 9pm 

Easter Sunday 
Mas at 10am in the Church of Our Lady of the Visitation at 10am 

Mass in St. Patrick’s at 11.30am 
……………………………………………………………... 

Good Friday is a day of  Fasting and Abstinence;  
Fasting: usually interpreted to mean one main meal and two small  collations.   

Abstinence: usually interpreted as abstaining from meat and meat products. 

ARDS FAMILY OF PARISHES LENTEN PENITENTIAL SERVICES 
Sunday 29th March       7pm  Saint Patrick’s Church, Newtownards 
Monday 30th March 7pm  Saint Comgall’s Church, Bangor 
Tuesday 31st March 6pm  Saint Patrick’s Church, Ballygalget 
   7pm  Saint Patrick’s Church, Portaferry 
Wednesday 1st April 7pm  Saint Joseph’s Church, Ballycran 

The priests of the Family of Parishes will be present for at the penitential services to help us all prepare 
for the celebration of Holy Week and Easter through our celebration of the Sacrament of Confession. 

PILGRIM WAY OF THE CROSS 

Parishes of  Bangor-Newtownards & Comber  Friday evenings of Lent. 
Join us for the ‘Pilgrim Way of the Cross’ as we  conclude our journey to the churches of our parishes dur-
ing the Season of Lent.  This Friday  27th March  we will gather in: 
Saint Patrick’s Church, Newtownards at  7pm.  We will offer the Way  of the Cross for all  our deceased. 
 

NO GREATER LOVE 
Join us for the final in the series of  a spiritual, prayerful, journey with Our Lord, through His Passion and 
death. With prayer, scripture, and beautiful short films that will take us on a virtual walk along the Via Dolo-
rosa, with refreshments fitting for the Lenten Season. Venue: Minor Hall, St Patrick’s Parish Centre, New-
townards.  continuing this Tuesday 24th March from 7pm.      All very welcome! 

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION & GOOD FRIDAY WITNESS 
The Comber Clergy Fellowship is organizing a Palm Sunday Procession in Comber town centre on the  
afternoon of Sunday 29th March.  Please consider bringing the family along to participate with our Christian 
brothers and sisters.  Begins at the Parkway carpark at 2.30pm  and continuing to the Square and concluding 
at St Mary’s Church  of Ireland. 

Also: Good Friday Witness at 1pm in the Square, Comber.   
Join with fellow Christians in celebrating the Passion and Death of Our Lord. 

You are encouraged to come along and support  both events. 

LENTEN PRAYER BY CANDLELIGHT-SUNDAY EVENINGS OF LENT 
Tonight (Sunday 22nd March,) the final ‘Holy Hour with the Lord’ will  take place  in St Joseph’s Church, 
Ballycran, BT22 1AG, 7-8pm.  It will include:  Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction, a Gospel reflection, 
meditative prayer, and music from the choir. Canon Joseph Gunn will lead the holy hour.  All welcome! 

HAVE YOU GIFTS TO OFFER IN YOUR PARISH? 

The diocese of Down & Connor will be offering training April to May for parish volunteers who would be 

interested in serving in parishes as members of Bereavement Teams.   

Members of such teams would provide compassionate outreach to bereaved parishioners, supporting them 

through their grief, visiting the bereaved an addition to other works based on the needs of particular parishes 

Further information can be obtained from the Pathways to the Future Office of the Diocese.   

Tel:  02890690920 or email. Claire on c.carmichael@downandconnor.org.   

TAIZE HOUR OF PRAYER 
You are invited to take part in a Taize Hour of Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament concluding with 

Solemn Benediction 
in St Comgall's Church Brunswick Road on Wednesday 25th March from 7:30 - 8:30pm. 

-this will be the last of the Taize Hours until October 2026 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
The Monthly Eucharistic Adoration will take place this Wednesday 25th March in Saint Patrick’s Church 

from 10am until 4pm.  Please consider coming along to keep company with Our Lord Jesus. 
Please consider adding your name to the rota at the back of the church.  It helps in the planning for the Eu-

charistic Adoration. 

SUPPRORTING YOUR PARISH-OFFERTORY PROMISE ENVELOPES 

Sincere thanks to all who regularly support the various collections taken up within the parish of Newtown-

ards & Comber.  

The envelopes boxes for the new financial year are available for collection either before or after Mass. 

Those who  are already envelope box-users will receive as per usual. 

-For those who are not Offertory Promise (envelope box) users, or those who are new parishioners or if you 

have moved into the parish recently, please consider signing-up for a box of envelopes, thereby-by support-

ing the parish, the diocese and the priests of the diocese through your regular giving.  You can apply this 

weekend!  

 For those who wish to apply to become a standing-order donor, application forms for  this purpose are also 

available after Mass.  Please speak to the volunteers at the back of the Church. 

Please return  application forms either to the post-box at the parish office, or alternatively deposit into the 

collection basket next weekend. 


